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DUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Trip Report, Besle Alr Force Bese, Merysville, Cslifornia on
1516 Beptember 196G

1. The purpose of this trip wes to femillsrize EXRAED memders with the
Air Force SR-T1 ﬁtrﬁeﬁmwrw Systen. We were provided with
extensive briefings by en® his stef? =nd we toured most of
the opsretionsl aress including the eircrsft deployment fecilities. One
of the most interesting aspects of the SR-TL SBystem is that it integrates
the scquisition, processing, snd interpretstion functions . ell of which wmre
carried out under one centrslized mansgement control. Regerdless of the
success or fellure of the SR-T1 Bystem, the benefita of this integration
sre evident. 8ince the specific etiributes of the systen sre described
in depth elsewhere, I will limit the following peragraphs to metters which
1 believe to be of special interest to us.

2. Bensoys.

g. Csmerss. The sircreft is fitted with three types of cameras
cslled the Terrsin Objective, Overationel Objective =nd Pechnical
Objective camerss. The Torrsin Objective snd Operstionsl Objective
camaras ore performing in accordance with the required specifications.
The Qperstionsl Objective camers ande by |is = penorenic type with
e 13" focel length. Under idesl conditions it is echieving [ Jeround
yeselution from operationsl altitode. The Technlcal Objective canmers
ig a 48" focal length freming cemers which hes 8 performsnce Speci-
sication of| |ground resolution, but to dste it has not exceeded [ |
To me there congidersble evidence thet this cemers hes been poorly

ved end should be replsced by w penoramic or scemaing type.
and his stsff s pear to be committed to & course for
phtempt o ${aprove this camers. 1 would hope thst the lessons
1esrned by the Agency and RPIC in this regerd could de brought to
their sttestion in such & way thot they would eppreciste the higher
pertormence being stteined by the penorsmic or scaming system. I
pelieve thet our Reconnsisssnce System Brench sould sccomplish this
commnicstion.
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3. Oversess PI Centera (OPIC). | [pointed out thut the
total integrsted voncept of the SR-71 Dysten Is not competidble with tre
OPIC Bystem which -ells for sepsrsticn of the msnsgenment of the roquisie
tion, srocessing, sad exploltstion opersiiems. They sre strongly in fevor
of 8 revision of the OPIC concept.

Lk  Poots Leb  The Beale Alr Porce Bese Photo Lsb is extensively

25X1 outtitted with| | Printers &4 [ [BEH snd color
provesgors.  There 1s s long history of debugging for the | |

25X1 equipment . | | who is in charge of the Photo Lob, indlcated
that they now heve Lhis equipment in an operztional ststus but thet it hsd
been necessery for thelr own persomnel to correst the equipment deslgn due
to the unsstisfectory working relstionships with the controctor., In dige
rugsing their operstions, we got the lmpression thol the SR-T1 effort wes
looked upon $3 somevhat of & stepchild by BAC and thet there was only
1iaited communicetion with the Westover Alr Porce Boge operstion. Conse-
quently, I belleve Besle ig sowewhst behlnd the times in lmage vrocessing
snd eveluation tesimology. Bomehow, I hope we con help close the gan in
this eres. Another oroblem noted by the vhoto leb is the color teuperature
of the light source on some of their film viewing tebles, which causes
thelr gplor film to sppesr unbalsaced.
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%, Resr Projectimm Viewer. The [ IVeriscan Viewers st Becle ere
Pinding very little uge in thelr resdout operations. This is so evolutlion
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that hes tsken ploce st the cholce of the interureters. The Besle sencge-
zent 18 not convinced of the wisdon of thia cholce sad is considering
tssuing ¢ mendete reguiring utilizastion of this equ puent., They <lsim
they have solved the relishility problems of the Variscsn Viewer but here
too extensive in-housze efforts were regquired.

6 Mep Projector The SR-TL hes o self-contalned color stris men
projection systen which 1s used cs = orlsery nevigatlonal eid. The strp
seps sre mede up snd shotagreshed on 3% »m, #41m in thelr own shoto lInb
here may be sore festures shout this syster which would significantly
relate to our own considerstions for sroviding ¢ mep displey device which
would sutometicelly coordinete the map presentstion with the phologrsohic
pess deing resd out by the interpreter.

T. Read-out Regulrsments Flw;wesseé deen concern over
the problem of the lack of s sstlafeclory ou 1ling process for the terget

tists. He 1z convinced that there ere extensive sumbers of targets which
sre no longer significent but which remein in the target list becsuse no
effective means Tor reviewing their sigaificunce is veing utilized A
similcr problem exists et ¥PIC. The extent end importence of this problen
jndicstes that this is & wetter of orime lmportene *ar the cttention of
izenoe coumundly mensyers.

8. Project "Screpbook”. This is the code word for two voluwes
svelleble in the HPIC librery wbich JISDIEY extengive eyoynles o
{angery scquired by the gR-71

Distridution:
1 « HPIC/T88C
1 - XPIC/T55G PPS
1 - NPICTSSG RED
1 - XPIC/TSSG 'RED REB
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